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SHELTER BELTS NEEDED IN AZERBAYDZHAN SSR

1. S. Saferov, Deputy Minister
of Forestry, Azerbaydzhan SSR

Over a period of years, 12 state shelter belts covering an area of 21,930
hectares and having a cumulative length of 1,220 kilometérs are to be estab-
1ighed in Azerbaydzhan SSR. In addition, kolkhoz and sovkhoz field shelter
belts will cover en avea of 36,300 hectares and 2,000 hectares of sandy and
sloping ground are to be afforested. It is also planned to plant trees along
poth sides of the auto roads and railroads in the republic.

Dry winds are the main threat to agriculture in Azerbaydzhan, and the
state shelter belts will be planted so as to intercept dry southeasterly winds.
Erosion, resulting from past excessive timber cutting on mountein slopes and in
mountain river bvasins, improper soil cultivation methods on slopes, and feilure
to replant slopes, poses another threat not only to the agriculture but to the
entire economy of the republic. Tree planting appears to be the one effective
means for saving the soil and conserving water.

The enormous damage caused by flrods should be especially emphasized. No-
where in the Caucasus do such great floods occur &8s on the southern slopes of
the Great Caucasus Mountains. One such area is that between Belokany on the
Mazym-Chay River and Agsu on the Girdiman-Chay River.

Special attentlon should be paid at once to replanting forests along such
rivers as the Kish-Chay, Shin-Chay, Kurmukh-Chay, Demir Aperan-Chay, Katekh-
Chay, Bum-Chay, Mazym-Chay, Belokan-Chay, Girdiman-Chay, Agus-Chay, and others,
in the interest of preventing disastrous £loods in the villages along their
courses. Initial plantings should be mede along their upper courses SO as to
reduce the volume and speed of water running downstream after heavy rains.

As is known, Nekhichevan ASSR has elmost no timber lands except for the

" relatively small 2,000-hectere Blchenagskeya Forest. Since the republic is cue
of the most important agricultural areas in Azerbaydzhan, the creqtion of field
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shelter belts there is an important task. The vast expanses of Beyukdyuz,
Shavilik, and other steppes are to be afforested and to accomplish this, the
Ministry of Water Management Azerba:“zhan SSR, must carry out the necessary
measures s0 that water from the Araks River can be used for irrigating the
plantings in these regions. .

Experimental afforestation of the Azerbaydzhan steppes began in 1946,
Such trees as poplar (Populus), acacia (Acacia), honey locust (Gleditschia tri-
acanthos), sophora (Sophora), walmut (Juglans), osk (Quercus), and persimmon
(Diospyros lotus) have been planted in the Mil' and Mugan steppes. Honey lo-
cust has shown an average annual growth of 120-150 centimeters, black locust
(Robinia pseudoacacia) a similar growth of not less than 100 centimeters. Pop-
lar plented in 1946 - 1947 is now 4-5 meters tall.,
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